4            ENGLISH   VOYAGES   TO   THE   CARIBBEAN

remain three or four days. It seems their idea was to await the rest
of their fleet. They asked for this city and inquired who was governor
and demanded to know his name. They said their general was
William Hawkins.1 Judging by what they have understood, the
people of Guadianilla say the commander is Don Antonio of Grato.

Today, Tuesday the soth, word arrived that off El Desecho three
other large vessels had appeared and that one of the shallops went
out to reconnoitre them and, having done so, the signal being given,
the vessels weighed and all ten came together. The messenger who
brought this news said that from a height which overlooked the sea
he counted the vessels of the fleet and they were thirteen.

They write that there are many women aboard. Therefore some
think they intend to settle in this island. I take a different view
because in order to settle they must fortify, and nowhere better than
on the island this city occupies where there is so (p. 2) good a
harbour. Since they could have done this without beating back
eastward and dismasting and stripping their vessels in the hurricane2
season, I am convinced (especially if Don Antonio is aboard, as they
say)... that they will fall upon Havana ... (p. 3).

... Puerto Rico, July 30, 1583.

Catholic Royal Majesty

Your Majesty's servant kisses Your Majesty's royal feet.

Captain Juan Melgarejo (Rubric).

Document No. 33
[Don Juan Sarmiento de Villadrando4 to the Grown, La
Margarita, October 20, 1583]
(P- i)                                        +
Catholic Royal Majesty
... On June 3 of the present year of'83 an English corsair named
William Hawkins arrived at this island with the greatest force in
1 Don Guillen de Acles.
2 'The hurricane season* in the West Indies is August and September, or, lately,
September and October, a slow shifting toward the end of the year being quite
noticeable.
8 A. de /., 54-4-6, Santo Domingo 184.1 plicgo, original.
* His Majesty's governor of La Margarita.